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CLAIMS 

1. A content providing system characterized by comprising: 
providing a first content from a first content providing 

apparatus on a first broadcast channel in a state in which a 
trigger content serving as a trigger for provision of a second 
content is combined with the first content; 

providing the second content from a second content 
providing apparatus on a second broadcast channel; 

when the trigger content is triggered in a state in which 
a receiver is receiving the first content on the first broadcast 
channel, causing the receiver to switch a broadcast channel 
to be received from the first broadcast channel to the second 
broadcast channel and receive the second content provided by 
the second content providing apparatus; and 

when end of viewing of the second content is inputted 
in the receiver, causing the receiver to switch a broadcast 
channel to be received from the second broadcast channel to 
the first broadcast channel and receive the first content 
provided by the first content providing apparatus again. 

2. A content providing system according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the receiver transmits information 
inputted by a viewer on the basis of the second content provided 
to an information processing apparatus via a network. 

3. A content providing system according to claim 1, 
characterized in that the second content providing apparatus 
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provides, as the second content, a content for causing a viewer 
who is viewing the first content to input a response to a 
questionnaire or a content for causing the viewer to input 
information necessary for purchasing a commodity. 

4 . A content provi ding system acjCLQ.r_di.ng to claim 1, 

characterized by comprising: 

providing a plurality of the second contents 
corresponding to the respective first contents of a plurality 
of the first broadcast channels through the one second broadcast 
channel ; and 

the second content providing apparatus broadcasting 
common contents generated on the basis of an identical template 
as the plurality of the second contents . 

5. A content providing method characterized by comprising: 
providing a first content from a first content providing 

apparatus on a first broadcast channel in a state in which a 
trigger content serving as a trigger for provision of a second 
content is combined with the first content; 

providing the second content from a second content 
providing apparatus on a second broadcast channel; 

when the trigger content is triggered in a state in which 
a receiver is receiving the first content on the first broadcast 
channel, causing the receiver to switch a broadcast channel 
to be received from the first broadcast channel to the second 
broadcast channel and receive the second content provided by 
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the second content providing apparatus; and 

when end of viewing of the second content is inputted 
in the receiver, causing the receiver to switch a broadcast 
channel to be received from the second broadcast channel to 

the first broadcast channel and receive the fi rst c.on.t.ent 

provided by the first content providing apparatus again. 

6. A content providing method according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the receiver transmits information 
inputted by a viewer on the basis of the second content provided 
to an information processing apparatus via a network. 

7. A content providing method according to claim 5, 
characterized in that the second content providing apparatus 
provides, as the second content, a content for causing a viewer 
who is viewing the first content to input a response to a 
questionnaire or a content for. causing the viewer to input 
information necessary for purchasing a commodity. 

8. A content providing method according to claim 5, 
characterized by comprising: 

providing a plurality of the second contents 
corresponding to the respective first contents of a plurality 
of the first broadcast channels through the one second broadcast 
channel; and 

the second content providing apparatus broadcasting 
common contents generated on the basis of an identical template 
as the plurality of the second contents. 
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9. A content providing apparatus characterized by 
comprising : 

acquiring means that acquires a plurality of second contents 
that are second contents, provision of which is triggered by 
trigger content s provided from other content providi ng 
apparatuses on first broadcast channels while being combined 
with first contents and are common contents, which are generated 
on the basis of an identical template, corresponding to the 
respective first contents provided by a plurality of the other 
content providing apparatuses on the first broadcast channels; 
and 

transmitting means that transmits the plurality of the 
second contents on one second broadcast channel. 

10. A content providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
character! zed by further comprising holding means that receives, 
via a network, information inputted from a viewer on the basis 
of the second content transmitted and holds the information. 

11. A content providing apparatus according to claim 9, 
characterized in that the acquiring means acquires , as the second 
content, a content for causing a viewer viewing the first content 
to input a response to a questionnaire or a content for causing 
the viewer to input information necessary for purchasing a 
commodity . 

12. A content providing method for a content providing 
apparatus, characterized by comprising: 
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an acquiring step of acquiring a plurality of second 
contents that are second contents, provision of which is 
triggered by trigger contents provided from other content 
providing apparatuses on first broadcast channels while being 
combined with first contents a nd_are_c,ommo.n„c.on.ten.ts- f — wh-ich- 
are generated on the basis of an identical template, 
corresponding to the respective first contents provided by a 
plurality of the other content providing apparatuses on the 
first broadcast channels; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting the plurality of the 
second contents on one second broadcast channel. 

13. A content providing method according to claim 12, 
characterized by further comprising a holding step of receiving, 
via a network, information inputted from a viewer on the basis 
of the second content transmitted and holding the information. 

14. A content providing method according to claim 12, 
characterized in that, in the acquiring step, a content for 
causing a viewer viewing the first content to input a response 
to a questionnaire or a content for causing the viewer to input 
information necessary for purchasing a commodity is acquired 
as the second content. 

15. A recording medium having recorded therein a computer 
readable program, characterized by comprising: 

an acquiring step of acquiring a plurality of second 
contents that are second contents, provision of which is 
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triggered by trigger contents provided from other content 
providing apparatuses on first broadcast channels while being 
combined with first contents and are common contents, which 
are generated on the basis of an identical template, 
correspondin g to the respective first contents proyidedJpy_a, 
plurality of the other content providing apparatuses on the 
first broadcast channels; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting the plurality of the 
second contents on one second broadcast channel. 

16. A recording medium according to claim 15, characterized 
by further comprising a holding step of receiving, via a network, 
information inputted from a viewer on the basis of the second 
content transmitted and holding the information. 

17. A recording medium according to claim 15, characterized 
in that, in the acquiring step, a content for causing a viewer 
viewing the first content to input a response to a questionnaire 
or a content for causing the viewer to input information 
necessary for purchasing a commodity is acquired as the second 
content. 

18. A computer readable program for a content providing 
apparatus, characterized by comprising: 

an acquiring step of acquiring a plurality of second 
contents that are second contents, provision of which is 
triggered by trigger contents provided from other content 
providing apparatuses on first broadcast channels while being 
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combined with first contents and are common contents, which 
are generated on the basis of an identical template, 
corresponding to the respective first contents provided by a 
plurality of the other content providing apparatuses on the 

first broadcast ch annels; and 

a transmitting step of transmitting the plurality of the 
second contents on one second broadcast channel. 
19 . A program according to claim 18, characterized by further 
comprising a holding step of receiving, via a network, 
information inputted from a viewer on the basis of the second 
content transmitted and holding the information. 

20. A program according to claim 18, characterized in that, 
in the acquiring step, a content for causing a viewer viewing 
the first content to input a response to a questionnaire or 
a content for causing the viewer to input information necessary 
for purchasing a commodity is acquired as the second content. 

21. A content receiver characterized by comprising: 
receiving means that receives a first content provided 

by a first content providing apparatus on a first broadcast 
channel and receives a second content provided by a second 
content providing apparatus on a second broadcast channel; 

judging means that judges whether the second content is 
triggered on the basis of a trigger content combined with the 
first content in a state in which the first content is received 
on the first broadcast channel; and 
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switching control means that performs control to switch, 
when it is judged by the judging means that the second content 
is triggered, a channel to be received from the first broadcast 
channel to the second broadcast channel and switch, when end 
of viewing of the secon d content is inputted, a channel to be 
received from the second broadcast channel to the first broadcast 
channel . 

22. A content receiver according to claim 21, characterized 
by further comprising transmitting means that transmits, via 
a network, information inputted from a viewer on the basis of 
the second content provided to an information processing 
apparatus. 

23. A content receiver according to claim 21, characterized 
that the receiving means receives, as the second content, a 
content for causing a viewer viewing the first content to input 
a response to a questionnaire or a content for causing the viewer 
to input information necessary for purchasing a commodity. 

24. A content receiver according to claim 21, characterized 
in that the receiving means selects and receives the second 
content corresponding to the first broadcast channel being 
received out of a plurality of the second contents that are 
common contents , which are generated on the basis of an identical 
template, transmitted on the one second broadcast channel and 
corresponding to the respective first contents provided by a 
plurality of the first content providing apparatuses on the 
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first broadcast channels thereof. 

25. A content receiving method characterized by comprising: 
a first receiving step of receiving a first content 

provided by a first content providing apparatus on a first 
broadcast channel; 

a judging step of judging whether a second content is 
indicated on the basis of a trigger content combined with the 
first content in a state in which the first content is received 
on the first broadcast channel; 

a first switching control step of switching, when it is 
judged by processing of the judging step that the second content 
is indicated, a channel to be received from the first channel 
to the second channel; 

a second receiving step of receiving the second content 
provided by a second content providing apparatus on a second 
broadcast channel; and 

a second switching control step of performing control 
to switch, when end of viewing of the second content is inputted, 
a channel to be received from the second broadcast channel to 
the first broadcast channel. 

26. A content receiving method according to claim 25, 
characterized by further comprising a transmitting step of 
transmitting information inputted from a viewer on the basis 
of the second content provided to an information processing 
apparatus via a network. 
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27. A content receiving method according to claim 25, 
characterized in that, in the second receiving step, a content 
for causing a viewer viewing the first content to input a response 
to a questionnaire or a content for causing the viewer to input 
information necessary for purchasin g a commodit y is_„rejc.e.i-V-ed 
as the second content. 

28. A content receiving method according to claim 25, 
characterized in that, in the second receiving step, the second 
content corresponding to the first broadcast channel being 
received is selected and received out of a plurality of the 
second contents that are common contents, which are generated 
on the basis of an identical template, transmitted on the one 
second broadcast channel and corresponding to the respective 
first contents provided by a plurality of the first content 
providing apparatuses on the first broadcast channels thereof. 

29. A recording medium having recorded therein a computer 
readable program, the computer readable program characterized 
by comprising: 

a first receiving step of receiving a first content 
provided by a first content providing apparatus on a first 
broadcast channel ; 

a judging step of judging whether a second content is 
indicated on the basis of a trigger content combined with the 
first content in a state in which the first content is received 
on the first broadcast channel; 
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a first switching control step of switching, when it is 
judged by processing of the judging step that the second content 
is indicated, a channel to be received from the first channel 
to the second channel; 

a second receiving step__ofL^^j^_e.ivina_-the„second-con-ten.t- 

provided by a second content providing apparatus on a second 
broadcast channel; and 

a second switching control step of performing control 
to switch, when end of viewing of the second content is inputted, 
a channel to be received from the second broadcast channel to 
the first broadcast channel. 

30. A recording medium according to claim 29, characterized 
in that the program further comprises a transmitting step of 
transmitting information inputted from a viewer on the basis 
of the second content provided to an information processing 
apparatus via a network. 

31. A recording medium according to claim 29, characterized 
in that, in the second receiving step, a content for causing 
a viewer viewing the first content to input a response to a 
questionnaire or a content for causing the viewer to input 
information necessary for purchasing a commodity is received 
as the second content. 

32. A recording medium according to claim 29, characterized 
in that, in the second receiving step, the second content 
corresponding to the first broadcast channel being received 
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is selected and received out of apluralityof the second contents 
that are common contents, which are generated on the basis of 
an identical template, transmitted on the one second broadcast 
channel and corresponding to the respective first contents 
provided by a plurality of the first content providing, 
apparatuses on the first broadcast channels thereof. 
33 . A computer readable program, characterized by comprising : 

a first receiving step of receiving a first content 
provided by a first content providing apparatus on a first 
broadcast channel ; 

a judging step of judging whether a second content is 
indicated on the basis of a trigger content combined with the 
first content in a state in which the first content is received 
on the first broadcast channel; 

a first switching control step of switching, when it is 
judged by processing of the judging step that the second content 
is indicated, a channel to be received from the first channel 
to the second channel; 

a second receiving step of receiving the second content 
provided by a second content providing apparatus on a second 
broadcast channel; and 

a second switching control step of performing control 
to switch, when end of viewing of the second content is inputted, 
a channel to be received from the second broadcast channel to 
the first broadcast channel. 
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34 . A program according to claim 33, characterized by further 
comprising a transmitting step of transmitting information 
inputted from a viewer on the basis of the second content provided 
to an information processing apparatus via a network. 

35. A program according to cla im ,3_3-#_char,ac.teri-z.ed-in— tha-t-,- 
in the second receiving step, a content for causing a viewer 
viewing the first content to input a response to a questionnaire 
or a content for causing the viewer to input information 
necessary for purchasing a commodity is received as the second 
content . 

36. A program according to claim 33, characterized in that, 
in the second receiving step, the second content corresponding 
to the first broadcast channel being received is selected and 
received out of a plurality of the second contents that are 
common contents , which are generated on the basis of an identical 
template, transmitted on the one second broadcast channel and 
corresponding to the respective first contents provided by a 
plurality of the first content providing apparatuses on the 
first broadcast channels thereof. 
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